“It happened just before”

a film by Anja Salomonowitz

Short synopsis

“It happened just before” is an artistic confrontation with the global phenomenon
of trafficking in women. Anja Salomonowitz has chosen an unusual approach to
the theme: her film is based on real narratives by women who were the objects of
trafficking which were then re-worked into a documentary screenplay by the
director. The stories are not retold by actresses but by people who have a direct
relationship to events and places in the film: a customs officers, a village
inhabitant, a bar-keeper in a bordello, a woman diplomat and a taxi driver. A film

about false promises, exploitation and disappointment.



Nora Sternfeld:
Obssessed with Reality

Notes on “It happened just before

Five people in their everyday surroundings tell stories that they have never experienced
personally. They recount tales of people involved in trafficking in women. The stories
force their way into everyday life. They tell of false promises, debts and deception, force,
violence and exploitation, of coercion, threats and slavery. Those are the mechanisms
which define trafficking in women. Legal codes offer migrants no protection. Quite the

contrary, they are usually criminalised.

The film places the narrative logics of filmic fiction—"what could happen”™—and
documentarism—*“what did happen”—into a continuously changing relationship with
each other:; stylised images allow insight into the everyday life of a customs officer, a
bar-keeper in a bordello, a neighbour, a woman consul and a taxi driver. The sequences
are too constructed to be documentary, everyday life become filmically alienated. The
people, places and situations are, however, real — we are not dealing with actors and
actresses on a film set but with people in their everyday surroundings — although the
stories being told do not coincide with their own “eye witness” experience. The surface of
the images is punctured by the other stories which are recited as texts. All locations
shown in the film are real and appear in the real stories of these women. They tell of
realities which have happened and which might have happened in the places shown. In
that the documentarism, the constructed, the narrative, continuously and mutually
undermine each other an effect of double alienation comes into being that prevents any

attempt at identification with the protagonists. It is with that that the film is able to



emphasise the moment of the intersection of everyday life with the stories of trafficking in

women.

In its paradoxical confrontation and questioning of the apparent naturalness of rule and
exception, the film employs the stylistic devices of the horror film. Everyday life is
stylised into idyllic normality that is interrupted by something uncanny. A border control
post, a cemetery, the villa of a woman consul, taxi journeys through Vienna... The
characters are as if “possessed” by the other stories. But the horror and the uncanny that
impacts on everyday life is nothing more than reality; a reality that is torn from its secret
social (as well as everyday) invisibility. It is the reality of women who have been
confronted with trafficking in women and who have to adapt to it and look for a way to

defend themselves.

“We are among you” is one of the slogans of the German Society for Legalisation who
counteracts the criminalisation of migrants with a self-assured political position for the
right to legalisation. In this respect the film by Anja Salomonowitz takes the position of
the majority Austrian: “They are among us!” and involves us in the uncanniness of a

reality that has always been there and which generally plays no role in everyday life.




Anja Salomonowitz Biography:

Anja Salomonowitz, who studied film in Vienna and Berlin makes political
documentaries on the borders between fiction and documentation. Her works have
received international recognition: her last film “You will never understand this” was
awarded the "Prix Regards Neufs" at the prestigious documentary film festival "Visions

du Réel" in Nyon and is being shown at numerous film festivals

Anja Salomonowitz Filmography:
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You will never understand this 2003
Carmen, 2000
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Performers: Rainer Halbauer, Otto Pikal, Anna Sparer, Leopold Sobotka,

Mag.Gertrud Tauchhammer

Camera: Jo Molitoris
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